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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made, 

Claims 1-2, 4-5, 7-8, 10-15, 17-18 and 20-22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sartain et al USPN 6,124,854 in view of Abecassis USPN 6,038,367. 
Regarding claims 1 and 14 
Sartain et al teaches, 

receiving a command from the content distributor to store the content at the user location before 
a user specifically requests the content, wherein the content comprises a subset of content 
available from the content distributor, the subset associated with a premium subscription service 
and wherein the content comprises at least one of a video program or an audio program (columns 
1-2, lines 66-67 and 1-10, the present invention responds to the need for a more effective, cost- 
efficient, group-oriented, interactive video system. In one embodiment, the invention 
distributes video programming from a central location to remote sites and then broadcasts 
selected video programs from the remote sites to a predefined group of subscribers. This group 
of subscribers can then view the video programs on their televisions and/or computers. In the 
present patent application, subscriber refers to any consumer who receives the selected video 
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programming. The individual consumer can control which of a plurality of video programs is 
broadcast to the predefined group of subscribers) and (column 16,lines 64-67, defining a 
broadcast program based at least in part on said determined preferred type of video program, 
wherein said broadcast program includes a subset of said created video programs); 

processing the command sent from a remote location with respect to the user location (column 
7,lines 35-64, in one embodiment, office 100 and central location 120 perform separate 
and independent functions. For example, office 100 may compile all of the necessary/desirable 
video programs for distribution to the remote sites 1 10, 1 12 and 114. The video programs then 
become selectable video programs. In contrast, central location 120 may have different and 
separate functions. Central location 120 may receive selection information from any one of the 
subscribers within the multiple subscriber groups and provide that selection information to the 
earth headend or satellite headend associated with the subscriber who made the selection. For 
example, central location 120 may receive a "1-900" call from a subscriber. If this occurs, 
central location 120 provides the necessary prompts such that a video can be selected. Central 
location 120 then provides the selection information to the appropriate earth headend or satellite 
headend via, for example, a modem. In addition, central location 120 can track the 
demographic information described above. This demographic information can then be provided 
to office 100 so that it can be used for determining which available video programs to provide 
to each subscriber group. When central location 120 works in conjunction with office 
100, all the information within central location 120 is digitized and relayed to office 100 such 
that communication between office 100 and central location 120 is complete. In an alternative 
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embodiment, central location 120 processes all of the telephone calls and configures all videos 
in the queue. In some embodiments, the telephone calls are processed using an interactive voice 
response system. In other embodiments, live operators are employed to perform 
these functions); 

receiving the content at the user location (column 11, lines 22-30, After obtaining a connection 
with one of the remote sites, the user can (1) input selections for more information related to that 
remote site, (2) input selections for maintenance purposes, (3) input a special message to a 
subscriber who is on the telephone, (4) input a new commercial for insertion into the video 
programming, (5) input a special message for the scroll, or the like, and (6) receive status and log 
information on remote activity. As the user inputs a selection, these inputs are shown on a 
computer screen in the remote site. After all the users are done accessing a particular remote 
site, the connection to that remote site is closed); 

storing the content at the user location in response to at least the processing the command 
(columns 15-16, lines 59-67 and 1-10, remote site 1040 receives videos through the 2-way 
satellite network via satellite receiver 1042. After the videos are received, they are downloaded 
and stored for future playback. Video storage units 1046 and 1047 are used to store the 
downloaded video. Digital video playback unit (DVPU) 1044 supports multiple playback 
channels 1054 and 1056, as described above with reference to FIG. 7. In a specific 
embodiment, videos are stored by grouping them on multiple hard drives. If a failure occurs on 
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a hard drive unit, the videos stored on that drive are made unavailable to users. However, video 
request and playback continues for the videos remaining on the functional drives. In 
another embodiment, video file data is striped across multiple hard disk drives using RAID or 
other fault tolerant disk array implementations. If a hard drive failure occurs, this data 
redundancy across the drive array ensures that no video data is lost. According to various 
embodiments, remote site 1040 is also connected to the system's local area network via LAN 
1048). Sartain et al does not teach teaches explicitly detecting a user action related to the 
content after storage of the content. However, Abecassis teaches (column 3, lines 9-22, Once a 
video server or Video CD has learned a viewer's content preferences it will thereafter 
automatically apply those content preferences to the video map of any content-on-demand video 
the viewer has selected. By applying a viewer's video content preferences as they relate to the 
video segment map of the selected video, the random access device gains the information to 
automatically exclude segments of the video containing material which the viewer does not 
wish to view, and to transmit as a logical seamless and continuous video, only those sequential 
or non-sequential segments of the video whose content and form of expression are consistent 
with the viewer's video content preferences. The resulting version of a video that is provided 
each viewer automatically provides scenes of the video at the desired level of explicitness and 
detail that the viewer desires. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to incorporate detection mechanism to 
know user's requirements. The modification would have been obvious because one of ordinary 
skill in the art would have been motivated to combine teaching into delivering contents to user's 
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locations with knowing in advance what user wants to gain efficiency and market with the 
system. 

Regarding claims 2 and 1 5 

Sartain et al teaches, 

wherein the content comprises at least one of a commercial, an infomercial, a show, or a movie 
(see abstract). 

Regarding claims 4 and 5 
Sartain et al teaches, 

wherein the user location comprises a set top box (see figure 5). 

Regarding claims 7, 9-10 and 20 
Sartain et al teaches, 

wherein the processing the command comprises determining usage rules related to the content 
(columns 19-20, lines 19-20 and lines 1-5, wherein said set of criteria includes at least 
one of: (1) a relative order in which a plurality of subscriber selections are received, (2) a 
duration of said one or more selected video programs, (3) an amount paid by said selecting 
subscriber, (4) a number of subscriber-selected video programs included in said updated 
broadcast program, and (5) a demographic profile of said group of subscribers). 
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Regarding claim 8 
Sartain et al teaches, 

determining a subset of content from a larger set of content available from the content 
distributor, wherein the subset of content is associated with a premium subscription service 
(column 16, lines 62-67, determining a preferred type of video program based on said collected 
historical information; defining a broadcast program based at least in part on said determined 
preferred type of video program, wherein said broadcast program includes a subset of said 
created video programs); 

commanding the user location to store the subset of content from the content distributor without 
a user associated with the user location specifically requesting the subset of content, wherein: the 
subset of content is stored proximate to the user location (column 19,lines 3-1 1, defining a 
broadcast program based at least in part on said determined preferred type of video program, 
wherein said broadcast program includes a subset of said created video programs; receiving a 
subscriber selection from a selecting subscriber, said selecting subscriber being a member of said 
group of subscribers, said subscriber selection identifying one or more of said created video 
programs as a subscriber-selected video program); and 

the content distributor is remotely-located from the user location (see abstract, figures 3-9); and 
sending the subset of content to the user location for storage before a user specifically requests 
the subset of content, wherein the subset of content comprises at least one of a video program or 
an audio program (column 6, lines 45-64, One of the advantages of the present invention is its 
ability to tailor the available video programming to the tastes of the subscribers in a 
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particular group. For example, if a specific group of subscribers continually selects alternative- 
type music, then more videos which provide alternative-type music can be made available as 
videos for selection in that group. Additionally, this invention allows for certain commercials 
to be provided to subscriber groups located in areas which respond better to a certain type of 
commercial. Thus, commercials can be tailored for a certain group, and then inserted into the 
continuous video program being broadcast to that group. In this situation, the commercials can 
be updated through a satellite. Moreover, software can be used to automatically determine 
which types of videos are preferred by a particular subscriber group. In this arrangement, an 
algorithm is used to collect information and to determine the frequency of selection for 
each type of available video. When subscribers in the group continually select a certain type of 
video for display, software will automatically provide more videos of that type for selection to 
the subscriber group). 

Regarding claim 1 2 

Abecassis teaches, 

the subset_of content is unmentioned in a linear schedule (columns 9-10, lines 62-67 and lines 1- 
4, The steps in the production of a content-on-demand video are summarized with respect to the 
simplified flow chart 200 of FIG. 2. Each scene, segment, or fragment of a segment on a video 
script is reviewed 230 according to an appropriate video descriptive structure, as for example 
detailed with respect to FIGS. 1 A-D. A screenwriter now has the freedom to expand the scenes 
240 by adding parallel, overlapping, and transitional segments, to cover a wider range 
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of expression without the concern for the limitations inherent in first generation linear 
programs). 

Regarding claims 13 and 21 
Sartain et al teaches, 

broadcasting the subset of content to a plurality of user locations (figures 3-6, see summary of 
the invention). 

Regarding claim 22 

Rejection of claim 1 and 8 is incorporated and further claim 22 recites limitation as in 
claims 1 and 8 therefore, claim 22 is rejected under same rationale. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anil Khatri whose telephone number is 571-272-3725. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wei Zhen can be reached on 571-272-3708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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